WARBY RANGE
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Welcome to the September (Spring) Newsletter of the Warby Range Bushwalkers.

Wangaratta has had its wettest winter in
many years, and many places in the North-
east have had their wettest winter on record.

Following on from all this moisture, the wild-
flowers are already in bloom, as are all of our
local flora — trees, bushes and shrubs. So,
come and join us, check the walks calendar
today, and pencil in a few dates for a perfect
day in the bush.

For the socially inclined, our popular Cup Day
Walk and Lunch is on again, and of course
our Christmas BBQ will round off another
successful walking year. See the Walks Pro-
gram for more details of these social activi-

ties.
It is our sad duty to inform you that club

member Peter Ockenden died suddenly last week, and we have sent a Sympathy Card on the club’s behalf. His me-
morial service will be held on Thursday, September 3rd at 1pm at North East Funerals.

Peter was a wonderful gentleman who joined the club in 2019; a great enthusiast of nature and walking. Peter was

active in numerous organisations, and a keen advocate of protecting the environment and sustainability. RIP Peter.

Warby Heritage Track : June 5

This was an eight kilometre loop walk, and our small group set out on a fine and cool winter's morning from Booths
Road, a few kilometres on from Wenhams Picnic/Camp area in the Warby Ranges.

Sunshine at last after a wet week, and we

carefully made our way down the valley. All
was lush and green, but not too damp under-
foot. Stops were made to admire Ben Warby's
series of dry stone walls, weirs and race along
the way.
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Recent rain meant that water in the creek and
pools increased as we descended, with only a

trickle coming over the main waterfall and
cascades though.

Morning tea was enjoyed on some dry rocks
overlooking the picturesque gorge. We then

viewed the sight of the old wool scour, and the
disused Sawmill from the Booths era, before returning to Booths Road, and our vehicles, via Cellar and Spotmill
Tracks.

As this was the first visit to this area for three of the walkers, we returned to Wenhams Picnic area for a late-ish
lunch in the sunshine, then on to Ryans Lookout. There were good views over the valley from the tower at the Look-
out, but a bit misty in the distance to see recent snow on the ranges. [Karen]
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Bruarong Forest : June 7

This morning, seven of us, including two visitors,
completed our planned walk in Bruarong, just
north of Myrtleford.

We started down at the edge of farmland, and
walked on the bush-road into Stanley State Forest,
up the hill. The fog was still hanging around, even
though we had a late start, so views that would
otherwise have been visible were not.

We came across someone who was on his way to
do some gold prospecting. We had a chat, and he
told us a bit about what we could expect to find
where we were going.

We continued up the hill, still foggy. A bit further
on we came to what once had been the settlement of Hillsborough. We had a good look around, and were excited to
come across a number of things of interest. By now the only mist left was in the forest.
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We enjoyed our lunch sitting on logs, or the ground, and after that we turned and headed back down the hill to
where we had started. By then it was only partly cloudy, and we could see some blue sky.

This was a walk of about 7km, with a 270m ascent and descent, and we were all pleased with the day. [Marita]

Warby Bushwalker's Trivia Quiz (answers on back page of this Newsletter)
. Where is Bongil Bongil National Park?

Page 2 . How long is the Great Ocean Walk?

. In what year did our walking club conduct its first walk?

. Name the three capes that make up the Three Capes Walk in Tasmania.
. Where is the Cape to Cape Walk?

. Where is the Grand Strzelecki Track?

. Where is Karijini National Park?

. Which explorers named Mount Buffalo?
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. What is the name of Australia’s highest lake?
. Which alpine route has the initials FHAC?
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. How many times a day does a kangaroo urinate?
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. What is the name of the lookout at Mount Glenrowan?

=
w

. How many sets of teeth does a wombat go through in its lifetime?
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. What is the most common flowering tree in Jindalee National Park?
. Where is the Light-to-Light Walk?
. Where is the Bibbulmun Trail?
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. Where are the Mullinmur Billabongs?
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. Where is Klingsporns Track?
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. Where is Bryce Canyon?
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. Where is The Crinoline?
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. In which state are The Budawangs?

N
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. In which state is The Scenic Rim?
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. Which memorial do you walk past on the way up to Mount Bogong?

. In which state would you “Walk the Yorke”?

N
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. Where is the Lost City walk?

N
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. Where is Warby Corner?

N
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. Which geographical feature on the Bogong High Plains is named after a fruit?

N
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. Where would you take the ridgeline walk to the Hermit’s Cave?
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. Blair Hut is alongside which alpine river?
. What do the initials AWTGS stand for?
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Gidjuum Gulganyi Walk

This four day walk links Mount Jerusalem and
Nightcap National Parks, in the Tweed River -
Byron Bay Hinterland.

Gidjuum Gulganyi translates as ‘Old People’s
Track’ in the language of the Aboriginal People
of this area.

The 42km trail leads through Gondwanan rain-
forest, along the rim of an ancient volcanic cal-
dera, ending at the impressive Minyon Falls.

More details at nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/
things-to-do/experiences/gidjuum-gulganyi-walk

Mount Major and Dookie Rail Trail : June 14

Five brave souls took up the challenge of summitting Mount Major in winter, and packed into one car (EV test run),
we set off over the Warbies to Dookie township.

Set amidst flat, green countryside, at first sight
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Mount Major makes little impact! Nevertheless,
no one complained as we set off up the
“MULANA NIN IYOGA” walking track.

Winding steadily uphill through rocky scrub, we
appreciated the numerous interpretive signs
and rest stops.

Page 3 The volcanic rock in this region has resulted in
rich, fertile soil as is evident in the surrounding
lush, productive farmland.

Views only got better as we ascended up to the
summit (altitude 361m), past communication

towers, then perched ourselves on some rocks
for morning tea, enjoying an uninterrupted pan-
oramic view to the eastern mountains.

Then, we slowly looped around to the south side, more views, a mob of sheep and watched some birds of prey, then
decided to sit and eat our lunch at another rocky outcrop, whilst absorbing the atmosphere.

After descending down, we stopped in Dookie, and took a short walk to the old, historic quarry, which | had gained
permission to enter. It is a magnificent high cliff face, a sheltered haven and natural amphitheatre.

It is actually used as a venue for concerts and private functions. We finished with a cuppa at the Dookie Emporium,
which has an interesting collection of paraphernalia.

It was a lovely leisurely day, not too strenuous, enjoyed in

e

winter sunshine and clear, blue skies. [Anne]
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Magic Forest : June 21

The destination of our walk today was to the Magic Forest, a
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short distance out of Stanley.
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The Magic Forest is a peaceful area of Redwood Forest, re-
nowned for its display of bird life, funghi and sequoia trees.
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As it was a cold morning, we started a bit later than usual, in
time to have our picnic lunch in the Magic Forest.

We found perfect logs where we could rest and enjoy the
magic of this special pocket of forest.

After the 10km walk, we celebrated that it was the winter
solstice by having afternoon tea at the Stanley pub, which
was a lovely way to end the day for the 14 of us who had
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completed today’s walk. [Marita ]
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Walk Report : June 23

Five winter-hardy walkers met in the chilly, grey, foggy morning, planning to walk the nine kilometre Frosts Crossing
Track to the Ovens River in Killawarra.

However, after arriving at the entry to the track, just off the Yarrawonga Road, we were confronted by a locked gate
and a flooded track. Overnight, the Ovens River had risen, making the track impassable, and consequently had been
closed by Parks Victoria.

Not to be deterred, our determined, adaptable
group quickly changed to Plan B, which includ-
ed the Wildflower Loop walks in the Killawarra
Forest of about five kilometres.

Morning tea was enjoyed in a clearing, with a
convenient circle of logs to sit on, followed by
the second walk loop, then lunch at the Forest
Camp /picnic area.

With more energy to be burned, and enthusi-

asm to add more kms, we continued to Plan C,
and drove on to the beautiful Pine Gully Walk
of about 2.2kms.

Along the way we spotted two large grey kangaroos, and were well informed by the environmental information
boards explaining about the geology, trees and habitat. The waterfalls were only trickling, but the views from the
landing viewpoint were still beautiful, and eerie in the mist.

Despite our initial plans being foiled, the walking and catching up
with friends, and their recent travel stories and travel tips, made
it a most enjoyable winter's day out. [Ann]

Beechworth to Everton Upper : July 25.

Ten enthusiastic Warby Walkers celebrated the 150th anniver-
sary of the Everton to Beechworth Rail Line by walking the 13
kilometres from old Beechworth Station to Everton-Diffey Road.

In foggy, chilly conditions we passed through the amazing
cuttings, all constructed in 1876 by manual labour using pick,
shovel, wheelbarrow, and horse-drawn carts.

There were about 500 workers employed on the project, who
built 30+ bridges, and excavated 40+ cuttings. They lived in a
temporary tent and bark camp, and also built local brick kilns to
fire bricks for numerous bridges and culverts along the steep
route.

The line closed 50 years ago in 1976, but can still be travelled by
bike or on foot. [Greg]
Lake Sambell to Lake Kerferd : July 28

There were eight brave participants on this
winter walk, with a planned distance of about
14km.

We met up at Camp Street (Beechworth) to
face a very cold day, but the forecast rain didn't
eventuate.

We walked up (and down) the southern shore
of Lake Sambell, then took the track to Lake
Kerferd.

Here we had an early lunch at the Lake (bitterly
cold from windchill) then ambled back to Camp
Street, via the same route to the northern side
of Lake Sambell, then part of the Tree Walk.

Overall, an easy/moderate walk, although the track was quite water-logged in many places. It was a very enjoyable
walk, and the wattle blooms were quite prolific. [Chris]
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Saturday, 8th August : Mount Stanley
Eight walkers appreciated that this walk had been
shifted from the following day to this perfectly dry
Saturday!!

Mount Stanley is a 1050 metre peak, located to the
south-east of Stanley Village, and is a popular
walking venue with locals, and visitors.

We climbed easily up the well-formed bush road
through tall native forest, to the summit of Mount
Stanley, where we were rewarded with spectacu-
lar views of the valleys, hills and snow-covered
mountains, just after the fog lifted!!

After seven kilometres of easy trudging, we arrived
back at the cars to enjoy a hot cuppa with a kettle,
boiled courtesy of Sandy’s electric car!!

This welcome brew was accompanied by Tim
Tams, and we reminisced about the good old days
when Pat’s famous box of cuppa goodies was sa-
voured!! [Leslie]

Week Away : 2027

A reminder that our Week Away in 2027 will be
held in the Blue Mountains, the dates being April 2
to April 9. More details can be found on our web-

site.

In the information about the event sent two weeks ago, it was pointed out that the camp site at KCC is already
booked out until 4/4/27. This is two days into our stay at KCC.

There is explanation in the info re availability beside Hartley for two or three vans, unpowered. Also, there is a near-
by campsite facility. Our primary objective is to fill Hartley KCC (kcc.org.au) with at least 30 folk, so that our fee
structure does not change. [organising committee]

Warby Ovens National Park, Killawarra Forest : August 18
Twelve adventurers, including four “newies” ambled along the Telephone Track, north of the Killawarra Camp, be-

fore heading due east, and up onto the slopes
of Wallaby Hill.

There were prolific wattle blossoms every-
where, but also lots of early wildflowers —
Early Nancy, Greenhood Orchids and Grevillea
alpina etc. with amazingly, no weeds!!

We enjoyed a short break at the “summit” of
the small hill where, back before the forest
regrew, the views were supposed to be spec-
tacular, but it was still very pleasant to be out
in a wilderness/trackless area in warm, still
conditions.

Descending the hill further south along the

ridge, we found the Bypass Track before trudging back to the camp on the unmade Centre Road through the Iron-
bark and Box woodland.

We had covered just over seven kilometres in mainly flat country, which according to experts is ecologically the fin-
est piece of Box Ironbark country left in the world, despite many years of timber cutting from the 1870’s onwards.
[Andy]

Kwat Kwat, via Salisbury Falls

On Sunday August 23, a fine sunny day encouraged 19 walkers to venture into the Warby Ovens National Park to
walk the Salisbury Falls Track to Kwat Kwat and return.

My aim was to return with the same 19 walkers, although one cannot always be choosey.
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Beginning at the start of the Salisbury Falls
Walk, we would walk to the top of the Falls,
proceed on to Mount Warby, through Wen-
ham's Camp, take Friends Track to Kwat Kwat,
and return via the Alpine Views Track. An esti-
mated 14km, according to my AllTrails app, and
subsequent mapping.

To begin the day there was the usual walk de-
scription, hand out of maps and introductions.
Special mention must be made that 9/19ths of
today's participants were men.

| have done the maths so that you don't have
to. That is a fraction over 47%. Not my record
for male participation in a walk, but impressive,

nevertheless. You could almost smell the testosterone in the air. It was either that or old spice.

Recent good rainfalls have helped the Park come alive. Salisbury Falls, and the subsequent creeks, were flowing
freely. We made our way carefully along the narrow track looking over the creek below. This is the section of the
trail that requires sure footing, and a focused mind.

After crossing the bridge, located at the top of the Falls, we continued following the creek, before crossing it again,
via some large rocks, and headed towards the Boilerwood Track junction. Once at the junction, and after checking
with our Swedish contingent, it was announced that morning tea would be taken.

With spring almost upon us, the wildflowers
were putting on a show

| am quite sure up to this point we spotted the
following, Large-leaf Bush Peas (yellow and
red ones), false Sarsaparilla (purple ones),
Bulbine Lily (yellow ones), Leopard Orchids
(more yellow ones), Common Ramping Fumi-
tory (more purple ones), Common Early Nancy
(white ones with an exquisite dash of purple)
and Nodding Greenhoods (well, green of
course).

After a satisfying break, it was just a short
walk, navigating some boggy ground, before
we turned right onto a bush track which leads

towards Mount Warby.

At about 490m, Mount Warby no longer has the outlook it once did, with the trees now towering over the area, and
obscuring the potential view.

From here it was a short walk into Wenham's Camp. The most exciting thing at this point for a number of our group,
was that the middle toilet had paper. So
10/19ths of the group, or almost 53%, were
particularly delighted.

As a walk, talk and gawk club it's always inter-
esting to catch up on everyone's travels and
holidays. Because we all end up walking with
different people throughout the day, everyone
must end up repeating themselves a number
of times.

So, Glenda and Kerri were in Spain, Marino
and Mel in Italy, Jeanette and | were in the
UK/Ireland, Andrew was in Peru, Shannon in
Malaysia and Agni was in Europe.

Meanwhile Andy continued to wreak havoc in

Wangaratta, and today attempted to persuade
us that a South American mountain range was named after him. The Andes.
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From Wenham's Camp we took the Friends Track because the small stream which it followed for part of the trail was
flowing well, a rare sight indeed. The amount of water underfoot, and freely flowing along some of the walking trails,
was a great sight to see.

Winter certainly was the deliverer of good rain-
fall. The croaks and ribbits from an abundance
of frogs vouched for that.

Being such a large group, smaller groups natu-
rally evolved during the course of walking. For
ease we could call each group a, b, ¢, and d.
When you release them onto the trail, the
groups mix exactly like the algebra formula (a +
b)(c + d) = ac + ad + bc + bd. Which by my calcu-
lations means we all ended up at Kwat Kwat for
lunch.

Now was the time to relax, enjoy some food
and take in the views below. Golfers were ob-
served moving around the course in their bug-
gies. | know that golf can be a game that ruins a
good walk, but that's just being lazy. The im-
pressive spacious home below with its two
dams, palm trees, manicured grounds and ten-
nis court. What no swimming pool? Yes, | may
be jealous.

The hills in the far distance, where it was diffi-

cult to tell where they ended, and the sky be-
gan, predominantly because it was hazy.

It was time to move on because the breeze had
a little chill to it. Everyone eventually assembled, much like herding cats, for the group photo.

We retraced some of our steps back towards the Friends Track junction, and took a left turn. This section comes
alongside a gully, and some of the steeper sections of today's hike, eventually meeting the Alpine Views track.

Part of this section afforded some better views of Mount Buffalo, and the distant alps. After reaching Boilerwood
Track it's a relatively flat dirt road that meets again with the Salisbury Falls junction, and a final 2km back to the cars.

It was a great day, enjoying what is close to home for many of us, in a month of well received rain bringing the
Warby Ranges to life. [Michael Braendler]

Winton Wetlands

On Wednesday 26 August, 11 of us went to Winton Wetlands and did some bird watching, with the guidance of Rod
Davis, who is both a member of our club, and a keen bird watcher.

This is the first time, far as | know that
we’ve had bird watching on our program.
But as many of our members enjoy nature,
this was introduced to our program to see
if there was an interest.

It seems that we all took to it like a duck to
water. There were mainly water birds, but
also some birds of prey. We also spotted a
couple of echidnas close to where we were
watching the birds, and a turtle at another
place, so we were fortunate to see them as
well.

We had a very civilized afternoon tea at
the café, which was nice, and to end the
adventure, we did a short walk in a differ-
ent location at Winton Wetlands.

All'in all, it was a lovely day in nature, with good weather and company and a great bird watching guide. Thank you
Rod. [Marita]



Warby Bushwalker's Trivia Quiz
(answers)

. south of Coffs Harbour, NSW

. 104km

1980

. Huay, Pillar and Raoul

. Western Australia

. Gippsland

. the Pilbara Region of Western Australia

. Hume and Hovell
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. Lake Cootapatamba
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. Falls Hotham Alpine Crossing
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. Zero, Kangaroos do not urinate
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. Morgans Lookout
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. One, wombat teeth are like our finger nails - they keep on growing
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. Cootamundra Wattle
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. hear Eden, New South Wales

=
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. Western Australia

=
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. downstream of the Northern Beaches, Wangaratta

=
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. Mount Buller

=
[Xe]

. north of Licola (Gippsland)
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. north of Licola (Gippsland)
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. New South Wales

N
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. Queensland

N
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. Gadsden Memorial (for skiers who died near here in 1943)
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. South Australia

. Northern Territory

N
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. on the Bogong High Plains
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. either Raspberry Hill or Strawberry Saddle
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. Griffith, New South Wales

N
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. West Kiewa

w
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. Australian Walking Track Grading System
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