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Welcome to the June 2026 (Winter) Newsletter. 

Our AGM was held at the Wangaratta Club on March 10, and was a well attended event. 

The AGM covered the Committee nomination process, the election of Office Bearers, and the various reports due 

(president, walks, treasurer). 

The Guest Speaker was Neil Parker from Brisbane; Neil was a seasoned bushwalker and an active member of the 

Brisbane Bushwalkers Club.   

But even the most experienced individuals can slip up. In 2019,  Neil had to find a way to survive after breaking his 

leg in a fall during a bushwalk at Mount Nebo, in South East Queensland. 

Please remember that subscriptions fell due at the AGM; see our website for details. 

Mount Buffalo : March 1, 2026 
Sunday’s walk from Rollasons Falls Picnic Area to The Gorge at Mount Buffalo was attended by five walkers. 

The walk began with walking alongside the 

Mount Buffalo Road for around 400 metres to 

join ‘The Big Walk’ track upon which we en-

tered the forest of Candlebark Gums and 

bracken fern accompanied by birdsong. 

The cooler day was welcomed for walking, and 

we hoped the rain would stay away until its 

forecast arrival of 2pm. 

We reached Mackey’s Lookout, then followed 

the zig zag track across the rockface before 

reaching Marriott’s Lookout for morning tea. 

We met a number of other walkers and run-

ners along the track, and we welcomed the 

opportunity of a rest while they passed us, and 

a black snake moved off the track for us closer 

to the top of the walk. 

We checked out the views from Wilkinsons 

Lookout, Pulpit Rock, Falls Lookout, and of 

course the view from The Gorge. 

Lunch was enjoyed at the picnic area, along 

with coffee and hot chocolates from the van 

cafe. 

After checking out the Chalet, and other look-

outs, we started our descent to Rollasons Falls 

Picnic Area. 

A gentle rain was falling just as we were finish-

ing the zig zag over the rockface, and a lyre-

bird was seen in the forest shortly after pass-

ing Mackey’s Lookout. 

Overall we had a walk of about 16km, mostly sheltered in the forest. [Jeanette] 
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Eldorado Walk : March 8 
The historic township of Eldorado is famous for 

its alluvial gold dredge; in its heyday, the town 

had an overall population of about 7000. 

On a coolish morning, seven of us met at Gun-

house Park in Eldorado, all looking forward to 

our first walk of the day, Reids Walk, a 1.1 kilo-

metre walk, located near the township. 

This walk begins on an unsealed road, leads to a 

swing bridge across the creek, then along a 

bush track to the main road. From there we 

followed a sealed path to, and through, Centen-

nial Park to the famous Eldorado Dredge site. 

We returned the same way, making a 7.8km 

trip. 

Further to the above: during the walk we stopped to read the story boards covering the history of Eldorado. We wan-

dered onto the Dredge, in the area that was open to us, to have a look around, and had morning tea at the picnic 

area adjacent to the Dredge. 

We had lunch on our return to Gunhouse Park, with coffees and cold drinks purchased from the general store. 

[Erin] 

Clark’s Corner, and Six Mile Creek : March 14 
Clark’s Corner is to the south-east of Bee-

chworth, and south-west of Stanley, an area 

that is rich in gold-mining history.  

Ten walkers completed this medium graded 

adventure, starting out along Six Mile Road to 

Ritchies Track, where a paddock of envious 

horses entertained us. 

A pretty (but steep) track, then took us to Din-

gle Road, and from here we followed forestry 

tracks to complete this lovely 10km walk. 

Lunch was at Clark’s Corner, and we had a fine 

(and sunny) day to enhance our enjoyment, as 

well as freshly energised bushland after the 

recent rainfall. [Lesley] 

Mullinmur Wetland : March 24 
Mullinmur Wetland forms a major part of the Ovens River Floodplain, and is located on the northern side of the 

Wangaratta urban area. 

The vegetation of the wetland consists of 

River Red Gums, and Silver Wattles; wildlife 

includes Barking Owls, Regent Honeyeaters, 

Egrets and Possums. 

Our six kilometre walk started in Phillipson 

Street, and from here we made an easy loop 

walk through bushland, and tracks alongside 

the Ovens River. 

Morning tea was held on the river bank, and 

our finish point was the Mullinmur Billabong 

firepit gathering place. 

Here we incorporated time for "forest bath-

ing" a Japanese practice of mindfulness in 

nature. We all appreciated 5-10 minutes of 

quiet contemplation, and being aware of the sights, sounds and smells of the bushland, and the river. 

It was a fine, and warm, day for our adventure - much enjoyed by all twelve of us. [Ann Brain] 
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Mount Jack : March 29 
Mount Jack is located on the northern side of 

the scenic Rosewhite Gap, between Mudgegon-

ga and Dederang. 

It was a cool Sunday morning, which warmed up 

to perfect weather for our walk in the bush.   

To get to the start of the walk some 4WD 

transport was required, and luckily we had two 

drivers who were able, and willing, to take us 

there.  After a wee stop, and a cuppa we set off.   

We split into two groups, one group completed 

a shorter walk of about 6km, and the other 

group completed a longer walk of 12km.    

The elevation of Mount Jack is just a bit above 

1200M, so the coolness was refreshing, and the 

terrain was a mixture of undulating bush tracks, 

with steeper sections in beautiful bushland, 

however scars of the 2009 fires were still notice-

able. 

To end it all, we stopped at the Ovens Hotel for 

a late afternoon tea, and pleasant conversa-

tions. 

[Marita] 

The Great South Coast Walk 
The Great South Coast Walk is Australia’s newest long-distance walk and, at 660 km, is the longest coastal walk in 

Australia. It links many shorter tracks along the southern coastline of New South Wales, from Bundeena on the 

southern fringe of Sydney, to Mallacoota, just over the border in Victoria.  

A significant feature of the walk is the great variety of landscapes through which it passes – long stretches of pristine 

beach, small sheltered coves, sheer coastal cliffs, hills, headlands, rock platforms, estuaries, lakes, rivers, dune sys-

tems and even urban landscapes.  

The vegetation is also very diverse – different types of eucalypt forest, temperate rain forest, tall and short heath-

land, wetlands and open pastures. Geological changes are also quite marked along the walk, with sedimentary, igne-

ous and metamorphic rocks.  

Another feature of the Great South Coast Walk 

is the numerous water-crossings, which add to 

the adventure of the walk. While some have 

bridges or available boat transport, others may 

require shallow or deeper wades, and a few 

even require a short swim. As with any coastal 

walk, knowledge of the tides and sea conditions 

is critical for water-crossings or walking on rock 

platforms. 

The walk crosses twelve national parks, and six 

nature reserves or conservation areas, which 

show-case a great diversity of flora and fauna. 

The rich birdlife is a particular highlight, while 

seals and migrating whales can be seen in season.  

The South Coast of New South Wales has a string of towns and villages along it, which means that, for the most part, 

walkers can choose their overnight accommodation.  

A website has been set up to describe the Great South Coast Walk, to provide maps, track files and a set of resources 

that will aid anyone planning to do the walk, either in part or in full. It is currently set out in 11 stages, each covering 

3-4 days and 50-70 km of walking.  

Generally, walkers should expect to complete the Great South Coast Walk in 35-40 days, though the fastest end-to-

end walk is 20 days.  
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The route for the Great South Coast Walk was first mapped in 2004, but has been continually modified since then to 

take into account the creation of new sections of tracks and improved routes. From north to south, the section 

names are, 

1 - Royal National Park/Escarpment 

2 - The Illawarra and Kiama Coasts 

3 - The Shoalhaven and Jervis Bay 

4 - Jervis Bay to Ulladulla 

5 - The Murramarang Coast 

6 - The Eurobodalla Coast 1 

7 - The Eurobodalla Coast 2 

8 - Mimosa Rocks National Park 

9 - The Sapphire Coast 

10 - Beowa National Park 

11 - Nadgee-Howe Wilderness 

More details at greatsouthcoastwalk.net 

Tuan Track : April 7 
This was a 7.5km walk through a beautiful ironbark forest, and our group of eight set off from the junction of Depot 

Road/Rutherglen Road, just to the north of Chiltern township. 

Tuan Track is named after a local species of marsupial, and from the start it was about 350m to the camping area, 

and then about 1.5km to the Babbler Track turn-off, via Tuan Track. 

Ignoring this turn-off, we continued through to Bartley Track; the Bartley Family were early pioneers in this area, and 

their former homestead site would be encoun-

tered later in the walk. 

We followed Bartley Track through to the envi-

rons of the Chiltern-Howlong Road, and just 

prior to meeting up with this stretch of bitu-

men, there is an irregular series of orange trian-

gles (pointing to the left – north) which guided 

us northwards to the return portion of Bartley 

Track (via a short section on the gravel of 

Mount Pleasant Road). 

There is an information board in this area, giv-

ing the history of the Bartley Family; some of 

their fruit trees are also nearby, and we en-

joyed morning tea in this area. 

Following Bartley Track, the return portion of 

Tuan Track was encountered at the top of a ridge, and the camping area was then reached at about 7km. 

It was now time for a much talked about lunch, and we took advantage of some of the seating at the camping area. 

From here it was a further 350m back to our vehicles. 

It was a great walk, on a lovely sunny day, with many points of interest. [Chris M] 

Wileman Track, and Mount Samaria : April 12 
A group of thirteen walkers presented for the Wileman Track and Mount Samaria walk on Sunday, April 12. 

Mount Samaria is quite some distance from Wangaratta, and by the time the car shuffling was completed it had tak-

en about one and three quarters of an hour to finally begin. 

Daylight saving had ended, and so there was incentive to finish well in daylight hours. The forecast was for a cool day, 

with the possibility of a little shower. With this in mind, more layers of clothing were added, with the hope that by 

the afternoon the temperature would reach double digits. 

Alan wasn’t taking any chances, and proceeded to wear thick gloves that would usually been seen when tackling 

Mount Everest, or possibly on the moon. It would remain to be seen if today’s group were of the hardy, or the fool-

hardy variety. 

We began the start of the Wileman Track from The Back Creek Falls location. A group photo opportunity always pre-
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sents itself at the start of any walk, and then 

we were away. These Falls are not far from 

the Mount Samaria Road, and while a little 

rain had fallen recently, it was just enough for 

a cascading waterfall to be observed, with 

wonderful views over the lower end of the 

park. 

During walking the Wileman Track we en-

countered quite a few fallen trees. Once 

again, the age-old dilemma of ‘over or under’ 

presents itself to each individual walker. Do 

you bend, or do you climb? Do you think 

about your back or your knees?  

Some parts of the track were quite pictur-

esque, with water sodden magical fern gullies adorned with mushrooms of many types. Varieties that might perhaps 

make it into a Beef Wellington. 

Speaking of food, the Camphora Campsite was chosen as our morning tea spot. A suitable open area in the forest, it 

included a welcomed toilet, picnic table, plenty of logs to sit upon, and simple bush camping amenities. After a wel-

comed break, and many a story to be shared, it was time to move on. 

Wild Dog Creek Falls was the next location. We passed several families making their ascent from the Falls. Unde-

terred by the descriptions of their experience, 

we continued. The walk to these Falls requires 

sturdy knees as the descent was made over 

steps that Andre the Giant must have put in 

place. 

Even those of us with longer legs than some 

found these steps required quite a substantial 

stride.  

The Falls here were also very slight, but the 

great views from the observation platform 

showed the surrounding native bushland of the 

park. Although the campsite for the Falls is 

nearby, lunch was taken at the Falls, where we 

all could admire the scenery. 

After lunch we walked to the campsite, where 

some options of distances were presented. It 

was agreed to walk to Mount Samaria Road, 

and then make a final decision from there.  

It was at this point the group divided into two. 

One group would continue to walk the steep 

link track to Mount Samaria, while the others 

returned to the car at the Spring Creek Sawmill 

campground, via the Mount Samaria Road. 

During the morning, I had conversations with 

Agni, a new walker with the club, who is origi-

nally from Estonia. My knowledge of European geography is limited to the usual countries we all know about. “Flat” 

was the simple word she used to describe the topography of the country. The highest peak in Estonia is a little over 

300m. 

Mount Samaria summit is 953m above sea level. The link track required the group to climb about 170m over 750m. 

The steep incline was certainly a heart starter, if it had not already been pumping from the previous nine kilometres 

already completed. These types of hikes become more challenging since we get heavier as we get older, due to 

there being a lot more information in our heads. 

The loose leaves, wet bark and twigs, mother nature’s original mulch, made the trail slippery in places. Reaching the 

summit though does have its benefits. While not a sunny and clear day, we were rewarded with 180 degrees views 

over the Park, and well into the distance. After a group photo of those who conquered the summit, it was time for 

the cautious descent. 
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It was during the descent that orange markers 

became evident. These were certainly wel-

comed, because as the trail ages, and is less 

used, some parts are not as evident as others.  

At the bottom of the descent a final intersec-

tion was reached. It was suggested to the 

group that the final leg be completed along the 

Mount Samaria Road, rather than continue 

along the trail. 

The best view had been observed, the two 

waterfalls had been visited, some of the best 

trail had been hiked and, with another major 

ascent and descent ahead along the usual trail, 

and with time getting on, it was a wise deci-

sion. The road was only about 100m away, and 

we then followed it towards the end point at the historic Spring Creek Sawmill campground. 

Thank you to our drivers for the day, and everyone who attended. For those that completed the summit, my GPS 

recorded almost 16km in a little over six hours. Today’s walkers were obviously of the hardy type. 

[Michael Braendler] 

Mount Buffalo : April 26 
Sunday’s walk at Mount Buffalo began at the 

Reservoir Carpark, which was reached via the 

new, and improved, roadway, so smooth. 

On a gorgeous warm and sunny day, 15 walk-

ers began the walk from the carpark, starting 

with the Mount McLeod Fire Trail before turn-

ing left onto the Mollison's Galleries Track. 

After about a kilometre, we took the side track 

to Og, Gog and Magog, and scrambled over 

rocks and trees to reach the large boulder 

from which to enjoy morning tea with a fan-

tastic view. 

After the break we scrambled back down the rocks, and returned to the main track where we continued on for 

about a kilometre to reach the junction, before continuing on to Eagle Point and Mollison’s Galleries. 

After more than a kilometre, we reached the junction where decisions were made as to whether one would contin-

ue to the Mollison’s Galleries, or pop up to Eagle Point for lunch. 

A group of eight opted for lunch at Eagle Point, a rocky outcrop with a series of ladders attached to reach the top for 

elevated views to 360 degrees. They probably watched the Mollison's Galleries group trekking by in the forest below 

them. 

The remaining group of seven continued to Mollison’s Galleries. After about 4.5km we reached the Galleries. There 

is a large boulder shaped like a head at this 

location, we’ll call him ‘Mollison’. 

A well deserved break with lunch, and some 

exploring was enjoyed at the viewpoint, be-

fore returning to the junction for Eagle Point. 

The track enroute out to Mollison’s Galleries 

didn’t seem to descend that much, but was 

significantly more uphill on the way back than 

expected. 

On reaching the junction for Eagle Point, four 

of the group decided to take the opportunity 

to see Eagle Point, and were not disappointed. 

At this time of year, and at the time of the day 

we arrived at the top, the shadows were no-

ticeably long on the sunny outcrop.  
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After some fun photos we descended back down the ladders, and to the main track to return to the Reservoir Car-

park. 

A walk of about 9km for those who trekked out to Eagle Point, and back, and about 17km for those who went to 

Mollison’s Galleries and back. [Jeanette] 

Week Away : Yarra Valley, April-May 2026 
This item gives an overview of our activities during the week; see also our Facebook Page. 

Our Week Away for 2026 started on Tuesday evening, with a gathering in the camp kitchen at the Healesville Cara-

van Park, where an excellent briefing on the 

week’s agenda was given by Jeanette and Mi-

chael. 

The next day (April 29) the thirty of us headed 

off on the Maroondah Highway to Fernshaw 

and Dom Dom Saddle, where a selection of 

walks were starting off from. 

We had easy, medium, hard, short and long 

walks to choose from, as well as loops, and 

there-and-back walks. 

With all of these choices, the walks were excel-

lent, and we enjoyed the lush forest that typi-

fies this part of Victoria. 

At night time we gathered in the camp kitchen 

to swap notes on the day’s walk, gossip and get a briefing on the next day’s activities. 

Day 2 of our Yarra Valley adventure was focused on the Kinglake area, with a wide variety of walks on offer. 

These wonderful walks were preceded by a 

scenic drive to the northern part of the ranges, 

via the village of Toolangi. 

Once at Kinglake, we proceeded to the west of 

the village, and enjoyed a full day of walks in 

this area. 

Day 3 was based in the environs of Maroondah 

Reservoir, with the usual selection of walks on 

offer. 

For example, the “medium” group headed off to 

Donnelly’s Weir for morning tea, then returned 

to the Reservoir parklands via Henderson’s Hill 

(great views of Mount Donna Buang, the Reser-

voir and Healesville township). 

Part of the route followed the Donnelly’s Creek 

aqueduct, and so the group had a good mix of walking environments. 

After about 8.5km of chatting and walking, lunch was enjoyed at one of the picnic areas of the parklands of the Res-

ervoir, and then a shorter walk (to Mount St 

Leonard) was tackled by the “hard” group in the 

afternoon. 

Day 4 was spent in the Warburton area, a very 

scenic venue at this time of the year (autumn 

colours) and a very busy venue with visitors for 

that reason. 

However, we still managed to get our array of 

walks in progress, mostly following the upper 

reaches of the Yarra River (which runs through 

the township) and out at Mount Donna Buang. 

Donna Buang is one of the favourite venues for 

“peak baggers” in the Yarra Valley, and a popu-

lar cross-country ski area in the winter. 
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We also admired the tall timber of the region, and enjoyed a section of the Lilydale-Warburton Rail Trail. 

Day 5 was predicted to be dominated by heavy rain, so it was declared a day of “do-your-own-thing”, but take care. 

Items on the agenda included a visit to the C J 

Dennis Singing Gardens at Toolangi, mixing with 

cafe society at Warburton, browsing the shops 

in Healesville, and visiting that wicked place 

called the Chocolaterie at Yarra Glen. 

Happy Hour convened, as normal, at the Camp 

Kitchen, and this included line dancing 

(organised by Erin) and a very enjoyable sing-a-

long organised by Andy and Rod – who played 

ukeleles in the background. 

Day 6 was spent in the Toolangi area, with a 

variety of walks being held in the Wirrawilla 

Area, to the north-east of the township. 

The forests in this area are very lush, and full of 

wildlife, and prosperous vegetation. Fallen trees 

were a problem in several sections, but a great day was enjoyed by all. 

In the village, several of us tackled the Yea River walk, but found the lack of signage very annoying. Similarly, the 

Sculpture Trail appears to be no longer maintained. 

At night time we all gathered at the Healesville Hotel for dinner, and celebrated a beautiful week of walks, and social-

ising. Many Thanks to Jeanette and Michael for organising the walks program for the week, and to Cheryl and her 

team for their great efforts in the Camp Kitchen, and overall organisation of the week away.  

See also, the Organising Committee’s report at the end of this Newsletter [Chris M] 

Uluru-Kakararra Walk 
This is a new walk in the Northern Territory, 

developed by the Anangu traditional owners of 

the land, and Parks Australia. The 54km walk 

links the iconic Uluru with Kata Tjuta (formerly 

known as The Olgas), with stylish accommoda-

tion, and amenities, on the way. 

The walk is designed to be completed over five 

days, with several variations on this format, and 

can be booked via the Tasmanian Walking Com-

pany. One of the variations to the walk is to add 

another 8km, by circling around the base of 

Uluru.  

This makes a nice finale to the adventure; we completed this loop in 2016 after substantial rain over several days, and 

still have great memories of water cascading off the rock on all sides. 

See the Tasmanian Walking Company website for more details.  [Chris M] 

Gateway Island 
This walk was deferred from May 17, and on 

Sunday May 24, a cool and overcast day, seven 

of us met at Gateway Island on the Lincoln 

Causeway between Wodonga and Albury to 

begin the first of two walks, Gateway Island 

and the Crossing Place. 

The sealed 4.3km Gateway Island loop walk 

was full of interest, including ring (or boundary 

trees), sculptures, information boards and lots 

of murals. 

We had morning tea at a play area on the 

banks of the Murray River, then it was playtime 

for the big kids.     
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Back to Gateway Island for lunch, and then on to the second walk. 

The five kilometre Crossing Place trail is an unsealed loop walk through  bushland and open spaces. There is the 

Community Farm on one side, and the Murray River on the other.  

There are sculptures and information boards to look at, and ring trees and scar trees to look out for.  

We then drove past Gateway Lakes to Gateway Island, then home. A day enjoyed by everyone. [Erin] 

Wimmera River Discovery Trail 
This is a  56km riverside trail that leads from Dimboola to  Jeparit, in Victoria’s  west. The trail basically follows the 

east (that is, right) bank of the River, with many items of interest on the way. 

The route is divided into six sections, namely 

• Dimboola to Lochiel (7km) 

• Lochiel to Wundersitz (5km) 

• Wundersitz to Ebenezer (10km) 

• Ebenezer to Antwerp (9km) 

• Antwerp to Tarranyurk (12km) 

• Tarranyurk to Jeparit (13km) 

A full colour map and brochure is available 

for download from  hindmarsh.vic.gov.au/

Visit-Hindmarsh/Explore-our-Great-

Outdoors/Wimmera-River-Discovery-Trail. 

After the walk there is further activity to 

complete in this area, such as the Edward 

Eyre Heritage River Walk (at Jeparit, birthplace of Sir Robert Menzies) and the Wimmera River Walk in Horsham. 

Cancelled Walks 
Due to inclement weather three of our late May walks were cancelled, these were Orchard Track, Stanley Village 

and Bruarong  - all will be rescheduled in the coming weeks. 

Week Away in Yarra Valley 2026 

Planning Committee Chair Report 

The Yarra Valley proved a wonderful destination for our annual week away this year, with 36 of our 

members taking the opportunity to share discovering what this diverse area has to offer. 

We stayed at the Park Lane Yarra Valley Big4 holiday park, 4 kms out of Healesville, and found it suited 

our needs admirably. This park is undulating with preserved natural bushland and glorious older gum 

trees, plus a flowing creek, which disguises the capacity to house 1500 – 1700 holiday makers. As we 

were there in late April, it was much quieter in the older area we had chosen. The park was very well 

maintained and staff were helpful and cheerful all the time, and all our cabins were modern, fresh and 

pleasantly functional. The local  native parrots and kangaroos were plentiful, not in the least concerned 

by our presence, and we were a stones throw from lush, moist ferny forests, tall timber and lyrebirds. 

 Six cabins close together, and housing 18 of our folk, had been reserved by our club, and there was 

space for caravan parking within the same area, thereby keeping our community  together. This was 

enhanced by having a huge undercover camp kitchen a few steps away, and largely we had the use of it, 

to ourselves. It was a bit breezy at times and we made good use of the overhead strip heaters. There 

was enough space to have an area at one end, separate from dining, for pre-dinner nibbles and drinks, 

with couches and coffee tables. 

Cath has been our communications person on the planning committee, for the past year, and our mem-

bers were well prepared with the information she had provided, to gather for our first night together. 

Excellent effort Cath. 

For our first gathering, our President, Ian Price, made an acknowledgement of country, and welcomed 

our members, at 6pm after arrival on Tuesday 28/4/26. 

Cheryl, the subcommittee chair, explained the few housekeeping details, such as where to find the cater-

ing rosters, and how that would run. 
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The walks planning subcommittee people were Andrew Greene, who had lived in the area and delight-

ed to present it to us, and Michael and Jeanette, who stepped in to further develop the planning and 

mapping, when Andrew was unable to attend the week away. Our first night together they handed out 

the ever popular large map printed in colour, and marked to show the areas to be walked. They had 

created 3-4  walks catering for all abilities for 7 days, which meant a whole spare set “for unknown 

eventualities.” They had hand-out maps for every  walk, and had calculated fuel costs for everyone to 

contribute to. Every evening at 6pm they explained the walks for the following day, and folk nominated 

their choice and drivers were designated. They will have a more detailed report later. Thanks to Marita 

who took on the meter maid role again. 

The areas we walked in were:-  

• the Black Spur with a start point of the Fearnshaw Picnic area, with its smattering of old se-

quoias. A bit of bush bashing and rock scrambling was required for some, as paths were over-

grown.  

• Kinglake and the Masons Falls walk and the Lyrebird circuit 

• Maroondah Reservoir and Forest Track, Donellys Weir, Badger Ck Weir. 

• Warburton river walks ,and the levy walk 

• Some of us went to Healesville Sanctuary on the only rainy day 

• Toolangi, easy walkers followed the rainforest walk and the sculpture trail. 

Catering was organized by Shirley, who had meticulously planned menus, incorporating dietary re-

strictions, shopping lists and meals teams roster, and bought supplies.  She had met with her team lead-

ers to familiarize them with the process, and we had secured pots and pans we needed from home and 

opp. shop. She had organized transport of some supplies with our members, who had items like a port-

able fridge freezer. She has revisited with her team, issues of wastage, shopping and inadequate ovens.  

We had a night out on our final day, at the Healesville Hotel after nibbles, happy banter, and com-

pleting  the evaluation forms. The hotel seated us in a delightful area and guided us with our full menu 

choices. The food was very good and everyone seemed carefree and relaxed and shared stories of the 

week. The evaluation forms showed almost total approval of the accommodation, the walks and the 

food. There were a few suggestions to have an extra night out, such as free choice, to take the pressure 

off the organisers.  

The budget showed a surplus above the unpresented invoices for food, so the committee members 

present agreed to put $300 on the bar tab for our last meal. We actually spent $290.  

Last year we had a small deficit, so we increased the catering fee to reduce the likelihood of that hap-

pening. Also we had some mapping associated costs but this year the cost has been waived by the 

walks team.  

We had a member fall and injure her shoulder the first day and we were in awe of her stoicism and in-

dependence, and the whole group was supportive and accommodating of her needs. 

Next year we have secured a booking at Katoomba in the Blue Mountains, for a week from 2/4/27-

9/4/27. The accommodation at Katoomba Christian Convention centre, is in a sole occupancy lodge 

which can sleep 56 people, but only 31 of us , mostly 3 to a room and each with an ensuite. There is a 

commercial kitchen, meeting/lounge room, and a dining room. This has been the preferred setting style 

for our group in the past. The minimum number of occupants we can have at the price quoted is 30. 

This property is large about three kilometres from town, on Cliff Road, so easy access to some great 

views. There are camp sites available on site. 

The subcommittee for planning for this event is currently chair Cheryl Hoysted (until someone will step 

forward), walks Michael Braendler, communications Cath Brennan, catering Shirley Mills, and Julie Mills 

whose role will be clarified at our first meeting. 

Finally, thank you to each of 2025 subcommittee, for the effort and learning curves we faced over the 

year. I think we feel great satisfaction when we see the successful outcome that we did this year.  

Cheryl Hoysted 
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