Fighting Plant Disease in
Warby-Ovens National Park

Phytophthora cinnamomi (PC) or Fungal Root Rot
has become wide spread in the Warby Range and is
rapidly destroying large areas of understorey
shrubs and affecting the health of many trees.
Grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea glauca), the much loved
icon species of the park, some more than 250 years
old, are the most under threat.

All who work in, live beside, love and enjoy the park
can help slow the spread of this devastating disease
by employing these simple and basic practices.

What is Phytophthora Cinnamomi?

Thought to be introduced to Australia
Phytophthora cinnamomi (PC) effects both
horticultural crops and native.vegetation. It is most
likely that PC was introduced into the Warby Range
in nursery stock for orchards in the middle of last
century.

PCis a plant disease that attacks root hairs
preventing the plant from extracting water and
nutrients from the-soil causing the plant to die.
Spores are able to move through soil water around
two meters up slope and many meters down slope
in wet years, randomly infecting nearby susceptible
species.

Spores are spread in infected soil on machinery,
vehicle tyres, footwear and tools.

In the Warby Range PC is most active in wet areas
and waterways associated with runoff from roads,
tracks and fire breaks.

- A few infestations occur away from roads and may
derive from animal pads.

Once the disease has moved through an area of
vegetation the shrub layer virtually disappears
leaving a severely depleted understory dominated
by grasses and introduced weeds.

Susceptible overstory trees are weakened and
become prone to die back and death in drought
years.

Above: Healthy Nodding Blue Lily
Below: Nodding Blue Lily affected by PC

There is no permanent treatment for PC however
the plants ability to resist the disease can be
enhanced with a fungicide Phosphonate applied to
the foliage. This can give the plant protection for up
to two years or more.

Aerial application has been used successfully in
coastal heath lands in Victoria and may be useful in

treating the heathy undefétory of the Warby Range.

Direct application is the recommended treatment
for Grasstrees.

What can you do to stop the spread of PC?

Hygiene - the most important tool

Once PC has passed through a site there is no visual
indication remaining of its presence.

Some areas are declared “No Entry” (Quarantine
Areas) either because of the presence of PC or
there are high value plants present that must be
protected

Always assume

The area you are entering is both contaminated
with disease or free of the disease.

To avoid introducing or spreading PC within the
park or to other locations ensure vehicles, tools and
footwear are free of soil before entering and
leaving the park or moving to new areas within the,
park.

Look for warning and advisory signs.

Quarantine
Area

NO ENTRY

Plants in this zrea are infected with the plant disease
Phytopthora cinnamori.

This disease is spread through infested
soil or plant material and destroys native olants .
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Grasstree Grasstree
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Do Not Enter Quarantine Areas or Closed Tracks
If boot cleaning stations are present make sure you
use the facilities, particularly if you are using the

parks walking tracks and management tracks. Look
out for warning signs and avoid quarantine areas.
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Plant Disease Control Hygiene

Code of Practice

For contractors, emergency services, park
staff and visitors

At any time:

e Maintain vehicles, machinery and
equipment free of soil
e Look for warning and advisory signs

When working or visiting plant disease
infested or suspect areas:

e Stay on roads and tracks

e Avoid wet areas

e Work on infested sites last

e Construct fire control lines outside
known infested sites

e During an emergency advise incoming
crews and Incident Control of the
presence of Phytophthora

Before leaving an infested site
and the park:

e Clean soil from vehicles, tyres, footwear,
tools and machinery

e Use the DSE/Parks Victoria mobile
decontamination unit when available

At home base:

e Thoroughly clean equipment and tools
with an approved phytocide (eg
“Phytoclean)

S~~~

e
awé!;ﬁs Heanhyl‘;gaﬂlltshy People®




“ZTO S2IAI9S JUBWISOUBYUT |BIUSILOAAUT 33PIY UBN] AG BLIOIDIA Syied 404 paledaig me
‘uolRewLIoyul s1Y} uo BulAf2J NoA wouy Sstie Aew yoym Aiqer| [je suiejasIp aloyaIay} pue
Pup| Aue 1o Meyy InoyIM St BYED SIU3 1BY) 233UBIENS JOU S30p BLIOIIIA SYIEd LIBWIRSI] \ . \/
_ s19}8Wo|]
e gL 0
PICOSY SUOISIH §
| 7
uogeseyul ooy FETRS

¢10¢ uonnqusig Eoﬁ:.ao Ud

abuey Aqiepn
died jeuojeN suaAQ Aqiep

esoyzydolAyd Aq pajiy yieaH auydeq

M
§
L |
g \
153404 Aiq Asseso e sswodaq m
158104 3Y31.Dd JO [eALIR 1YY :MO|ag )
peoy a3p1y 1e 3sa404 Aug AYieaH :anoqy- : &
3 “_ & n\h {
2 \
Fh 2 Il & ) fs et
sowers wnesebuem
: ! Ny
3 g 1/ e
S # 3 b, su;. / .
. ~ .4,.:\%:. L,IF. -
H ! #oh 1S o AS Ak

2102 Aenuer -..sEoEc:Eu pioyiydoiAyd 30 uoiinquisip pajadsns pue umouy



