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WARBY RANGE BUSHWALKERS Inc.
ANNUAL WEEK AWAY

PROPOSED DATES

I have made tentative enquiries for the week Sunday 24th February to Sunday 3rd
March ‘97. This week has been suggested as providing the best chance reasonable weather.

DRAFT ITINERARY

Sunday 24th

Leave Wangaratta at 8.00am. Whistle stop at Lancefield at 10.00am. Lunch near Aireys Inlet at
Distillery Creek Picnic Area in Angahook State Park at about 1.00pnr(cut lunch required). After a
short walk we drive to Apollo Bay along the Great Ocean Road and arrive at our accommodation at
about 5.30pm. Total car travel for day 430km.

Monday 25th

Four short walks. Total car travel for day about 110km. Start Time 8.30am.

1. Melba Gully - 1.0km. 0.5hr. Easy. Often referred to as the “Jewel of the Otways” this short
walk takes us through a magnificent fern gully, past huge trees and a waterfall

2. Beauty Spot - 4.0km. 1.5hr. Easy. This walk is along the original Ocean Road and takes us
through dark rain forested gullies.

3. Johanna Beach to Dinosaur Cove - 8.0km. 3.5hrs. Easy. The walking trail follows the beach
to Rotten Point and a scramble can be made over the point to where Dinosaur fossils have been found.
(Towels may be needed at the Johanna River crossing).

4. Maits Rest - 1.0km. 0.5hr. Easy. A boardwalk leads through giant Tree Ferns and ancient
Myrtle and Beech trees.

Tuesday 26th

Moonlight Head to Princetown “Rivernook Track”. Total car travel for day 135km. Start time
8.00am. The track is along the Old Coach Road which follows the ridge of a large sand dune between
the Ocean and the Gellibrand River Valley. This walk is suitable for every one as it is very easy going
and out and back on the same track. Walk 22km. 7.5hrs Medium (Distance)

Wednesday 27th

Scenic Drives and Hopetoun Falls Walk. Total car travel for day 70km. Start time 10.00am.
Walk 1.5km. 1.5hr. Easy. The drive will follow Binns Road into the head of the Aire River where there
are small stands of varieties of conifers including huge Californian Redwoods. A short walk to one of
the better known waterfalls nearby possibly for lunch will be followed by a leisurely drive from Beech
Forest towards Mt Sabine on the renowned Turtons Track and then back to base via Wild Dog Creek
Road.

Thursday 28th

Aire River to Cape Otway “Coast Walk” Total car travel for day 50km. Start time 8.00am.
Walk from a camping area near the mouth of the Aire River and explore the coastal dune system on
some of many tracks in this area and visit the historic lighthouse - it should be open! Walk 15 - 22km.
7.5hrs Medium (Distance).

Friday 1st

Two short walks. Total car travel for day about 66km. Start time 8.30am.

1. Blanket Bay “Telegraph Walk”. Walk 6km. 3hrs. Easy. Walk to and around Blanket Bay
where lighthouse supplies were landed before the roads were built. The original Tasmanian telegraph
cable came ashore at this location.

2. Parker River “Red Hill Track”. Walk 7km. 3hrs. Easy. Walk through extensive heath lands
and into Blue Gum forest. Some trees in the Otways are reputed to be in excess of 100m tall,



Saturday 2nd

Crows Nest Lookout to Wild Dog Creek. Total car travel for day Okm. Start time 8.30am.
Walk from the town along Tuxion Road to Crows Nest Lookout which offers spectacular views of the
Bay and the Town with Marengo and Hayley Reefin the background and then back to town along the
beach from Wild Dog Creek. Walk 4hrs. Easy/Medium (320m climb).

Sunday 3rd
Return to Wangaratta via inland route. Start time 9.00am. Total travel for day 450km.

Extra Scenic Drive and Walks. (for the extra energetic)

1. Scenic drive to Paradise Picnic Area on the upper Barham River. About 16km return.

2 Elliott River Walk. 4km 2hrs. Hard. Steep climb down to a shelley beach and return through
tall forest.

3. Walk to Cape Marengo via Bunbry Point. Walk around the beach to Marengo and back.
Walk 11km. 3hrs. Easy.

GENERAL COMMENTS

I have selected these 12 walks from a huge number of options as best representing all the
various facets of this fascinating area. The selections are based on information obtained from Colac
Otway Tourism, Great Ocean Road Visitor Information Centre, Department of Natural Resources anb
Environment and about 20 years experience of the area for both work and recreation. -

All the selected walks follow roads, beaches or tracks - no “cross country” due to the extreme
density of the undergrowth.

Some important points to keep in mind are:-

1. The wettest area of Victoria is between Lavers Hill and Beech Forest (about 1500mm per
annum) more or less uniformly distributed throughout the year.

2.The average maximum temperature for this time of year is about 20°C within a range from
14°C to 28"C.

3. The area west of Cape Otway (where most of the walks are) is exposed to cold SW winds.

Warm as well as waterproof clothing MUST be carried on all walks and the use of robust water
resistant footwear is strongly recommended. It is also suggested that a light towel be carried as stream
levels are unpredictable and we will be making numerous crossings.

From memory a full range of shops are accessible in Apollo Bayi.e. Supermarkets, Bakery,
Butcher, Fruiterer, Hardware, Sporting Goods, Garages etc. as well as two Hotels and a range of
Restaurants, Bistro’s and Cafes.

The beach opposite The Esplanade offers ideal swimming and the water might nearly be war“

enough! Good fishing is often possible in the Barham River or off the beaches or the breakwater or ===
wharf.

ACCOMMODATION

A wide choice of accommodation is available at a price. Preliminary enquiries indicate that
reasonably acceptable self catering style accommodation will cost less than $100 per person for seven
(7) nights. This is based on 4 people sharing a unit or park cabin. The general configuration of the park
cabin option is one double bed in one room, 4 bunks in another and a kitchen/day room with ensuite.
The unit option offers a much wider but limited choice ranging from one double bed only to 2 double
beds plus 4 bunks plus 2 cots in the living area. I understand that these facilities are far from new but
are well maintained (probably of similar standard to the cabins we had at Port Fairy).

I am hoping to personally inspect the choices before we have to make a commitment (early
December).

TRAVEL COSTS

Total car travel is expected to be about 1400km. which works out to a maximum $70 per
passenger.









