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WALK THE WARRUMBUNGLES

The walks in Warrumbungle National Park lead
you to breathtaking views. But if you can, drag your
eves from distant scenes and take a closer look at the
surroundings as you walk. You will see the great
variety of habitats found in the park, and the different
soils and plants that give each its character.

Help preserve the bush you have come to enjoy
by keeping to the tracks.

For all walks starting from Camp Pincham,
visitors are requested to park in the signposted area
only.

Remember: A= most huts have now been removed,
water must be carried on all walks.,

NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE CODE
The preservation and protection of aur naturai
areas depends on the co-operation of all who visit and
enjoy our national parks and nature reserves. Here are
a few simple rules that everyone is asked to observe,
i

* Wildfire can destroy lives and property, 50 be
careful, especially during the bush fire danger
periods. Use only authorised fireplaces and do not
light fires during fotal fire ban pericds.

Keep the areas you use tidy — place rubbish in the 3
bins where provided or take it away with you.

Leave your pets at home — they can disturb and kill
native animals and are oflen a nuisance to the other
visitors.,

Leave firearms at home.

Do not disturb plants, animals and rocks, Rocks are
important shelter for some animals and plants.

Drive carefully and keep to roads and car parks
provided.

* Please observe all signs. They are provided for your
guidance and to assist you to enjoy the areas you
visil.

1. NATURE TRACK 1km, %-1 hr return. A self-
guiding lsaflet is available at the Visitors Centre. An
sasy walk through a small gorge and over a lava flow.
A side track also |leads to Gamp Blackman.

9. FAN'S HORIZOMN 3.6 km, 2 hrs return. The shortast
walk ta views of the Breadknife and Grand High Tops
area.

3. ALEX GOULD'S CIRCUIT 4 km, 3 hrs return. Views
of the Grand High Tops area. Don’t miss the turn off
to the top of Macha Tor.

4, BRESS PEAK 7.5km, 3-4 hrs return. A very steep
ungraded track with no steps — suitable for fit
walkers only but very rewarding.

5. BREADKNIFE, GRAND HIGH TOPS return via
Dagda short cut, 125km, 4.5 hrs raturn. One of the
most popular walks, with splendid views,

6. BREADKNIFE, GRAND HIGH TOPS return via
West Spirey Creek Track.14-5km  5-6 hrs return. Similar
1o the previous walk, but a complete circuit and with
good views of Bluff Mountain.

7. BLUFF MOUNTAIN 2.4 km, 2 hrs return. Best done
with walk No. 6. Wedge-tailed eagles can often be -
seen riding the air currents.

. B. SPLIT ROCKS CIRCUIT 4.6 km, 3 hrs return. Best

introduction to the variety of habitats in the park. A
separate track ascends to the top of the southern
peak via a chain and ladder. Return via the same
route to the base of the ladder.

8. BURBIE CANYON 2 km, 1 hr return. You may sea
many birds on this walk.
10. MT. EXMOUTH, CATHEDRAL AND ARCH via
Gamp Burbie 12 km, 4-6 hrs. Mt. Exmouth is the
highes! peak in the park. Burbie Road is impassable (o
conventianal vehicles therefore access to Camp
Burbie is by four wheel drive only.
11. MT. EXMOUTH, CATHEDRAL AND ARCH via West
Spirey Creek. 16 km, 4-6 hrs. An alternative 1o the
ahova walk.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Over the past year members have enjoyed many varied walks and social fellowship. The
weather has been kind to us and the weeks away very enjoyable.

I'd like to thank our committee for all their hard work during the year. Thank you to Elaine,
our Secretary, Val for her work on the newsletter, Isobel, our Treasurer. Alan the Walks Co-
ordinator and all those who led walks.

L
Thank you to Rolf and David for organizing our week’s away to the Otways, Thredbo, and
Warrumbungles. Thank you to Rolf and Lexe for the use of your lovely garden and pool
area for our Christmas Break-up.

I'm hoping for a good attendance at all our walks on the 1998 program and may all your
walking be as enjoyable as | have found those | attended over 1397.

I'd like to wish all members a Verry Merry Christmas and a Safe a Happy New Year.

" Murray




L T ST AT . T R TR L e e

MOUNT STANLEY - Sun Sept. 21st

Someone suggested it was time fora
hard walk. Rolf recalled a hard one up
to the Stanley Fire Tower from the
Myrtleford - Yackandandah Road, near
the junction of the Myttle & Barwidgee
Creek.

My recollection of this walk was that it
had some very steep and some bush
bashing sections. For walkers like
Murray, Allan, Brian and Bill, not a
problem, but for me, well!!!

I had hoped to take a group say half way
and return, in other words have a
medium walk. However there were no
others, so I was the weak link.

We had intended to leave at 8am, but my
notes from approximately 10 years ago,
were showing a 6 hour round trip from
Wangaratta, s0 we left an hour later.
Well 10 years have made a difference,
not to the hills, but to me, the time taken
from Wangaratta and back was 7 1/2
hours this time. We have reclassified
this walk as b. hard (basically hard). I
will not go into many details of this
walk, as I cannot see it being repeated
for at least another 10 years of if ever.
The farmer at the start of the walk
wanted to know, which day of the next
week we intended to return -——-.

The pleasant features of this walk were
the company, the views particularly from
under the powerlines and from the top of
Mt. Stanley, the flowering kangaroo tails
and the wattle and the sarsaparilla.

This 15km walk has a rise of almost
900m. To give Murray and Allan a little
handicap they climbed an extra peak,
now named the Allan Murray Knob (an
extra 120m) close to the Goat Knob.
Allan finished the walk with his usual
sprint (he is too fit).

In the perfect weather we had, it was a
challenge, on a hot day a definite NO
NO!!

MNow [ am looking forward to an easy
walk.

Rolf.
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CHILTERN REGIONAL PARK
October 5th.

Eight walkers left the Centre at 9
o’clock. We drove to Chiltern where we
parked the cars at Frogs Hollow Picnic
Area. This was listed as an easy walk of
12 kms which took us through the Gold
Mining area of Chiltern. We saw the
State Battery Site then the Magenta
Mine. We spent some time exploring
the area then walked on to the Indigo
goldfields Cemetry where we had lunch.
Most of this walk was along a gravel
road. Allan led the return walk which
took us along some tracks and bushland.
The highlight of the walk were the many
orchids we found including; Donkey
orchid and wax lip orchids and the
lovely sun orchid found by Joy. Rolf
and [ think we saw a pair of Regent
Honeyeaters.

The weather was good - as was the
company which made for an enjoyable



THE WARRUMBUNGLES Nov. 9-16th |

Mt Buffalo Weekend of 6-7th ofDec.

Six members left from The Centre on
what was to be a long but interesting
drive along the Newell Highway to the
Warrumbungle National Park and the
Blackman Camping Ground to meet our
other walking mates and drop off a
camper.

After a chat and drink it was on to our
very picturesque accommodation with
Timor Rock in the background where we
were joined next day by a member from
Sydney. What a pleasure it was to sit on
the verandah and watch the birds fly by
and Timor Rock grow older before our
eves. One afternoon we sat with baited
breath watching some, 1ll equipped
climbers risk life and limb to get to the
top of Timor and down again.

The walks were rugged with spectacular
views, the weather was kind and did not
affect our walking. Fortunately we had
finished our last walk just as the rain and
wind came with a vengeance. Luckily
the campers were not affected.

The fellowship on our weeks away is
always great and this week was no
exception. So, on behalf of all who
attended, [ would like to extend our
thanks to Rolf for his efforts in settng up
a week to remember.

Seven campers left Wangaratta on the Friday
and set up camp at the very
picturesquecamping ground at Lake Catani.
There was much ‘ooing and aahing’ as we
inspected David's beautiful new motor
home. The fishermen tried their luck at the
lake, but, no fish for entree! The evening was
perfect and as usual we enjoyed a social
meal around the camp fire.

On Saturday two day walkers joined us at
the reservoir and we set of on the Mt :
Macleod track. The three ladies (the three
Jays ) decided not to the whole distance due
to different infirmities ( crook ankle, painful
knee etc. ). We walked out for about 6 kms.
then had a leisurely walk back enjoying the
views, flowers, rock formations and the
beautiful colours of the snow gum’s trunks.
The six men manage the 20 lan. retum walk
with the odd off shoot { Anderson’s Peak )
Another lovely evening. Thunderstorms were
predicted but didn’t evenfuate.

By Sunday there were only four walkers left
as the others had to return home due to
various commitments. We decided to do the
8 km. walk to South Buffalo, always a
delight and no excption this ime. Flowers
were abundant and several birds were
identified including a crescent honeyeater.

What a delight Mt. Buffalo is ! And we are
so lucky to have it practically on our
doorstep! Thanks to you all for sharing it

St e

Joy and Bill










