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raze in the open forest.
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Dear Members and Friends of the Warby Ranges
Bushwalkers Inc.,

At our last A G.M. we decided to let people know
more of our activities, immediate, past and future.
On this occasion we include the minutes of our , just
held, AGM., our trip to Daylesford and leaders
comments of recent walks. This may give you the
inspiration to join our walks and possibly bringing a
friend or two. The dates of these are

April 21 Blue Rag Range (off the Dargo Road)

’ walkers arrived bright and early on Sunday. We were
" happy to welcome Aileen back after some absence
i {overseas trip etc.) and we were pleased to welcome
| comparatively new walker, Margot.

Friday and Saturday night were very cold (-3°C) The
| area around the lake was as white as snow. Lielia and
Olwen arrived from Wangaratta. We then set off to-
wards Eagles Point and Mollison’s Gallery. Two walk-
ers turned back at Eagles Point and had a leisurely

Grade medium to hard, if you
walk the whole 14km. We retum
on the same track so you are wel-
come to walk as far as you care
to. Contact Rolf Heetel 21 4130,
Good weather is essential
(elevation 1660m) We may
change the walk to an easier and
closer location depending on the
forecast and the conditions.

May 4-5 Fraser National Park

stroll botanizing on the way. The
five who made it to Mollisons
found it very rewarding, but esti-
mated the distance to be 24km, not
the 20km stated on the information
sheet. The hardest part was the
long up-hill grade back from the
Galleries.

Sunday saw the arrival of our three
day walkers at the camp site, we
drove to Tatra and picked up Lielia

Base Camp

Bill and Joy have checked the accommodation
nearby. Walks easy or medium. Phone 22 1947
May 19 Mt Carboor

Medium. Check with David Banks Phone 64 1240
May 20 Walks Program Meeting at the Sydney Hotel
6.30pm start. Fellowship meal and meeting, Contact
Elaine Jacobsen 22 1096

June 2 Somewhere in the King Valley

Medium. Contact Alan Raison on 21 7886

The Walks Book is there for anyone to look at how-
ever, as this is not always practical, we herewith re-
late the leaders comments on the last few walks and
we intend to do this again in the future.

February 3-4 1996 Leaders : Bill and Joy Rosser
Eleven walkers participated in the annual Mt Buffalo
weekend. Six camped at Lake Catani, two stayed in

the comparative hixury of Tatra Inn and three

and Olwen who regaled us with tales of the wonderful
cooked , three course breakfast they had eaten. Todays
destination was South Buffalo, A very pleasant walk
through varied terrain and views very rewarding. All
agreed that it was a great weekend with perfect
weather and a spectacular, almost full moon.

February 13-14 1996 Leaders Joy and Bill Rosser -
Frazer National Park Exploratory Walks

We travelled to Frazer national Park via Alexandra, a
distance of 177km. Camped at Devil Cove . Arrived
about 11.30 Tuesday February 13 after visiting the
Park Office for information. Left at 12.30 for Keg Spur
(very steep climb for l1km) High Camp, Blowhard
Summit, Blowhard Spur (some steep climbs along the
way) Cook Point, down to Wallaby Bay, gradual de-
scent to the road and back to camp. Distance approxi-
mately 10km Time four hours. Lovely view from
Blowhard Summit, very satisfying walk. (Marked red
on the map)
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King Valley Walk - 2 June 1996
Leader - Allan Raison

Fifteen walkers met at the Centre (Wangaratta) for the walk at King Valley. There had been rain
overnight and there was still a light of cloud cover remaining but we decided to go on the walk hop-
ing the weather would improve. We left Wangaratta at 8 30am in four cars and travclled along the
Whitficld Road to the King valley School site then turned right into Honeys

Lanc and about 2kms further on we parked the cars.

The weather had improved and we started walking at about 9.20am . The first 3/4km was on a
formed road (casy walking) then we started to climb up a spur that would take us to the main ridge
running north and south. This part of the walk was fairly strenuous rising 250m in almost 2.5km.
Along this track we had some nice views of Alan and Elizabeth Hildebrand’s farm in the valley be-
low. They had given us permission to walk through their property, which was much appreciated.
On reaching the top we continued on for about 3/4km where some of the group decided to have a
spell. whilst the rest of us took another track Ieading to the north which in my words, so T was re-
minded by some members, who shall remain nameless, we went “down to the top of a hill” where
we had a pood view of the Myrrhee Vallev. We retraced our steps, mecting up with the rest of the
group and then back to the ridge which we followed south to Thistle Hill. The cloud had cleared
and it was a lovely clear day giving us beautiful views of the King Valley to the cast and Myrrhee
Valley to the west. The climb' up Thistle Hill was fairly stecp and rough but the view from the top
was worth it. We could see in the distance the Horn on Mount Buffalo, Mount Carboor, Mount
Emu and Mount Cobbler. We intended (o have lunch there but there was no where to sit down, too
many thistles. so we continucd down the hill until we found some logs to sit on.

Afier lunch there was one more hill to climb and then it was mostly down hill through some nice
timbered bush country, We had to stop and check our bearings on the map a fow times, as we had
not been in this arca before, but we got down alright without too many problems. The last couple
of kilometres was on formed roads and we arrived back at the cars about 2.30pm after having com-
pleted a round trip of 13-14km. We didn’t sce much wildlife but we saw some beautiful scenery. A
very enjoyable day. Allan R.

P.S Thistle Hill was actually named by one of our members, Bill'Rosser, while he was working
with a survey team. Not hard to sce why it got that name.

This walk is medivm (climbs). There were two stcep pinches and one longish climb.
Inexperienced walkers could cope if they take their time.

Warby Ranges “Booths” Walk 16 June 1996

Leader : David Banks !

Jessic had done a great P.R. job and cighteen walkers assembled at “Wenhams™ Camping Arca off
Booth Road in the centre of the Warby Range on a morning that was trying to be finc but with an
occasional dark scudding clouds and a few drops of rain with a biting wind. Everyone was anxious
to be moving in the hope of getting out of the cold wind and at about 9.45am we sct off,
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Fhere was certainly less wind i the imber and when we crossed Lo the other side of the ridge it was
quite pleasant walking ; the showcers had disappeared for the time being al least.

We followed the first 200m or 300m of the Friends™ walking track and the Booth’s Road southerly
1o its junction with Spot Mill Track We stopped for a cuppa on Spot Mill Track once we had gone
bevond the devastation of a fucl reduction burn that was too hot. It has probably done more harm
than pood in this arca Afier a leisuehy coppa we followed the track down the hill to Taminick Cel=
lars (Booth’s Winery) in time (o sample some of the product prior to lunch. The weather had im-
proved considerably and we were able to enjoy our repast in convivial manner on the terrace in front
of the ccllar.

After lunch evervone was offered the option of returning along the track we had come or bush bash-
ing a more or less straight way home 1 don’t know whether the refreshment had clouded judgement
or not but cvervone elected to go back across country. The route selected followed a gully with evi-
dence of farming activity from last century. There was an old “sheep dip” with a small channel lcad-
ing to it from a dam some hundred of metres up the gully. The dam had to be considerably silted and
the wall has failed so that it no longer functions, The walkers proceeded up the gully passing some
small waterfalls (dry at this time) and some intercsting rock pools.Above this area the route climbed
gradually in a more or less straight linc back to the cars where we arrived at about 3.00pm

The weather had stayed fine and we had walked about 1 1km. Everyone claimed to have had an en-
joyable day and judging by the noisy chatter afier lunch some certainly did.

This walk is casy provided walkers take their ime climbing up the gully after lunch.

Thank you Jessie for organising it. David,

Eldorado Area - 7 July 1996
Leader - David Banks

Five walkers gathered at the Centre. Wanparatta, at 9 .00am on a beautiful fine winter day. It was
deerded that as the weather was kel do stav Tine we wonld walk the short, rugged,

preturesgue shown green on the attached map. As s walk s relatively short (about 10km) we
stopped to walk around the historic Cack s Dredge, o huge cxcavator that operated in the Reedy
Creck Valley near Eldorado until 1950 1t 1s being mamtamed and a short walk around the lake on
which it is located has been established 1o hiphlight significant features, Unfortunately we were not
able to walk the whole of this track as parts were under waler.

From the dredge we travelled to a parking arca just west of the ford over the Reedy Creek which

was also closed due to flooding, We lefi the car at about 10.30am and followed a trail bike trail to
Nicoof Road crossing of Long Gullv. From Nicoff Road, a little cast of the Long Gully crossing, we
proceeded south-casterly generally along a broad ridge (o a point where we grade down the next
gully to just below a pretty little waterfall. We werc a little disappointed at the small volume of wa-
ter flowing over the falls - we expected much more afler the amount of recent rain. 3
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WARBY RANGE BUSHWALKERS Inc.
- ANNUAL WEEK AWAY

PROPOSED DATES
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