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MOVE over Harry Butler and
the Bush Tucker Man. If you
want to find out about Wanga-
ratta's own hackyard of nature,
the Warby Ranges, Arthur
Hall is your man.

Arthur  has been delighting
young and old for scveral
years with his springflower
walks by day and animal
spotting by night in the Warhy
Ranges.

Arthur was a former ranger at
Wyperfeld  National  Park
which he describes as “the best
national park in Victoria™.

He came to live in the North East
in 1980 but has memorics of
the Warby Range arca during
World War 11 when he lived at
his uncle's farm.

Travelling by horse and jinker
on the 1940 roads stands out in
his mind.

Fallen logs and timber, and 100
feet drops along the road with
only a few inches to spare for
the off-side gig wheel, are vivid
in Arthur's mind.

“We took the roads very cau-
tiously,” Arthur said.

“Forest tracks in the Warbys
were then unknown. Logging
tracks were all that existed.”
Recently I travelled with Arthur
and a large group of naturc-
lovers to the northern tip of the
granite Warbys, Mount Killa-
warra and Killawarra Forest.
The Killawarra arca is a mere
cight by two kilometres and
contains 2500 hectares of land,
Scveral Aboriginal tribes, but
chielly the P;
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By Jacquie Schwind

Sheep farmers of the carly years
had trouble with mineral
deficiencies in the Warby
Range soil and farmers had to
inform  potential  buyers
whether their sheep came from
the Warby Ranges.

The discovery of phosphate in
1916 put an end to the sheep
farmers’ problems.

Wattle was in its full glory during
our walk. It is endemic to the
arca and the spur wing watte
of the Warby Ranges can be
found nowhere else in Victo-
ria, but is common in New
South Wales.

“The Warby Ranges would be in
New South Wales if botanists
divided the states” Arthur
said.

The state park is noted for its
spur wing wattle, sandalwood,

inhabited the arca.

*“I have found a tree cut open by
a slonc axe, to retrieve a
possum, no doubt,” Arthur
said.

| Arthur s T

nature, using what materials
they had, such as stone, to
fashion the implements they
needed, and surviving with the
little they could carry with

ot know how the Abo-
with

“the cold of winter, possum
skin clothing.
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P ) carpet python,
squirrel glider, lace monitor
and tree goanna which grows
10 two metres.

The broad banded lace monitor,

with its beautiful coloring of

The rk “contsins 32 species of

reptile  while Arthur  has
counted 158 species of bird on
his six hectares of land :
An_clusive bird of the Warby
Ranges is the white throated

jar.
‘!iﬂ‘?‘km -nzthing 50 invisi-
ble in nature,” Arthur com-

‘mented.

Arthur is passionate about ll.ac
damage feral animals cause in
the Warby Ranges.

There are feral goats, cats, dogs
and pigs, all of which add to
the destruction of native birds,
animals and plant life.

He points out in all of his tours
the harm feral animals wreak
in the bush.

Feral cats are a definite problem.
Thousands are dumped in the
bush every year.

For those cat lovers who think
they are doing the right think
by dumping an unwanted cat
or kitten near “a friendly
farm”, think again!

Seventy-five per cent of dumped
cats die of starvation. Those
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MOVE over Harry Butler and
the Bush Tucker Man. If you
want to find out about Wanga-
ratta’s own backyard of nature,
the Warby Ranges, Arthur
Hall is your man.

Arthur has been delighting
young and old for several
years with his springflower
walks by day and animal
spotting by night in the Warby

Ranges.
Arthur was a former ranger at
Wyperfeld National Park

which he describes as “the best
national park in Victoria”.

He came to live in the North East
in 1980 but has memories of
the Warby Range area during
World War II when he lived at
his uncle's farm.

Travelling by horse and jinker
on the 1940 roads stands out in
his mind.

Fallen logs and timber, and 100
feet drops along the road with
only a few inches to spare for
the off-side gig wheel, are vivid
in Arthur’s mind.

“We took the roads very cau-
tiously,” Arthur said.

“Forest tracks in the Warbys
were then unknown. Logging
tracks were all that existed.”

Recently I travelled with Arthur
and a large group of nature-
lovers to the northern tip of the
granite Warbys, Mount Killa-
warra and Killawarra Forest.

The Killawarra area is a mere

cight by two kilometres and
wmwm of land.

Several Aboriginal tribes, but
chiefly the  Pangerang,

~ inhabited the area.

“I have found a tree cut open by
a stone axe, to retrieve a
possum, no doubt,” Arthur
'sﬁd.
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nature, using what matuials"

they had, such as stone, to
fashion the implements they
needed, and surviving with the
little they could carry with
tbcm A

By Jacquie Schwind

Sheep farmers of the early years
had trouble with mineral
deficiencies in the Warby
Range soil and farmers had to
inform  potential  buyers
whether their sheep came from
the Warby Ranges.

The discovery of phosphate in
1916 put an end to the sheep
farmers’ problems.

Wattle was in its full glory during
our walk. It is endemic to the
area and the spur wing wattle
of the Warby Ranges can be
found nowhere else in Victo-
ria, but is common in New
South Wales.

“The Warby Ranges would be in
New South Wales if botanists
divided the states,” Arthur
said.
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w0 Lovv ucelares oI land.
Several Aboriginal tribes, but
chiefly the Pangerang,
. inhabited the area.
have found a tree cut open by

a4 stone axe, to retrieve a
POssum, no doubt,” Arthur

said.
E Arthur is Tascinatet h .
i,.‘ the Abongmes co-h abltcd wnth
g, nature, using what materials

they had, such as stone, to
fashion the implements they
needed, and surviving with the
little they could carry with
them.

He does not know how the Abo-

. rigines survived in winter with

: their only protectlon against

the cold of winter, possum

skin clothing.

Pl Arthur provided some interest-
ing information about water-
holes created by the Abongl-
nes using a lump of wood in
their hands to tap a catchment
of water, and covered with a
flat slab on rock on top.

The rock covering served two
purposes - to prevent water
evaporation and keep animals
out of their fresh water source.

“Unfortunately vandals have
smashed the rocks,” Arthur
said.

Hume and Hovell were the first
white explorers of the Warby
Range area.

Major Thomas Mitchell came
next and named the range
Futter's Range after Robert
Futter, at whose farm Hume
and Hovell had called during
the first stage of their 1824 ex-
ploration.

Settlement of the Warby Ranges
began in the 1800s with the
first flocks of sheep moved to

Warby, grazier, and James
Brien, orchardist, were early
- pioneers of the ranges.
, Wuby's run took up two thirds
of the ranges, according to
Atﬂmr. and six of the original
trees which w':ﬁ
ylamed in the 1800s are
producing oranges.
* Arthur said the ora u'pes sur-
vmn is testimo: the

of Warby } soil.
epem when you consider

the ranges in 1845. Benjamin

Ine state park is noted for its
spur wmg wattle, sandalwood,
non-poisonous carpet python,
squirrel glider, lace monitor
and tree goanna which Zrows
to two metres.

The broad banded lace monitor,
with its beautiful coloring of

The park contains 32 species «

reptile  while Arthur has
. counted 158 species of bird on
his six hectares of land alone.

An clusive bird of the Warby
Ranges is the white throated
nightjar.

“I don’t know anythmg s0 invisi-
ble in nature,” Arthur com-
mented.

Arthur is passionate about the
damage feral animals cause in
the Warby Ranges.

There are feral goats, cats, dogs
and pigs, all of which add to
the destruction of native birds,
animals and plant life.

He points out in all of his tours
the harm feral animals wreak
in the bush.

Feral cats are a definite problem.
Thousands are dumped in the
bush every year.

For those cat lovers who think
they are doing the right think .
by dumping an unwanted cat
or kitten near “a friendly
farm”, think again!

Seventy-l' ive per cent of dumped
cats die of starvation. Those
who survive, kill and eat our
lovely Australian birds and
small marsupials. 3

She-oaks, nodding blue lilies,
daphne heath and numerous
native plants in vibrant but
delicate flower and sturdy
Australian trees were admired
by us on our rocky uphill trek.

Every now and then Arthur
would point out mounds of
“scats” (droppings to the aver-
age person) and the children
in our group would play a
guessing game as to which ani-
mal had left its mark on the
ground.

Occasionally Arthur would in-
vite one of the group to smell
the scats, but only if it be-
Jlonged to a herbivore such as

. the koala.

Carnivore scats should never be

‘there ﬁfunonmgauomfor.MM- - smelled but herbivore scats

have a distinctive plant smell,

Arthur Hall and intrep

with the koala scats havin,
cucalyptus scent.

Python scats can be identified
the bones and fur contained
them.

Arthur enjoys passing on 1|
knowledge of nature to ch
dren and often pays visits
schools.

He related a tale of his recent v
it to Benalla East Prima
School to show them anim
bones.

Arthur took with him a bo
with little bumps which
expected would not be guess
-correctly by the children.

- “What sort of animal does
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schools. During our Killawarra walk,
the . ¢ Arthur educated us about the
’ He related a tale of his recent vis- cating habits of Aborigines.
in- it to Benalla East Primary  We sampled the tiny green fruit
1ell School to show them animal of a tree which was alright if
be- bones. you liked the taste of sweet-
1as  Arthur took with him a bone ened gelatine, and saw the yel-
with little bumps which he low flowered yams.

rbe expected would not be guessed ~ “The Aborigines ate the tuber of
cats ‘correctly by the children. the yam which was cither
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mb up Mount Killawarra.

and cooked or eaten raw like a
raw potato.”

They also had the uncanny
knack of locating the burrow-
ing frog. 3

The frog’s head would be bitten
off and the Aborigines would
drink the water accumulated
in the frog’s body during its hi-
bernation period.

Arthur’s tour was a charming
change from city streets, traffic
and sitting at an office desk.

To cap it off our starving horde
of intrepid bush walkers, witl
leaves in our hair and seeds on

our jumpers, had a picnic

lunch at the old Italian POW §

~ camp site at Killawarra.










