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ARBY RANGE]
ORDER SIGNED
BY MINISTER =~ &

An aniendment to the Shire of Wangaratta's Interim Devélopment r
Order, restricting development in the Warby Ranges, has been approved |

“ | by e iisirof Pl la
by the Minister of Planning, Mr. Geoff Hayes. ;
The amendment covers land in an area of the Warbys from| The
Salisbury Falls in the south, to north of the Jubilee Golf Club. ment
Wangtwu Shire Secre- @ The resubdivision of been si ed, and felt it 196:4
:B. . Bernie Hallinan, [land provided that the re-|would offer adequate pro- aeld
this morning the|subdivision so effected will|tection to the Warby ddec
amendment had now been|not create a greater num-|Ranges. . Ran
gazetted. ber of allogxé.ents than 3 9’;
tivrellxyg ngm i‘:‘& eﬁb%‘i- °‘. In 3 the area of sarvq!
1 preven subdi- I
vision the escarpment existing tment pro-
e ettt mab Laed Dt ‘excised por- ; Borthy
di in the conservation|tion is consolidated with tod
'zone to areas of 50 ha. the title of an wabutting ay,

allotment which area is to 4|
be increased. 1
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mp of % range, and| @ The acquisition of land
the conservation zone land|for road works or any|
on the western side of the|other public purpose.
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HISTORY OF LAXD USE

Originally held as part of graszing lease takem up about 1850 by
one Benjemin Varby.

Thrown open for Selection about 1860 (10/= per aere ever 20 ysars).
Selegtion continued until about 1880.

Total area of lenge under discussion is 76,000 acres (31,500 ha.)
Crowa Land 7,500 acres (3,100 ha.): Porest Keserve 7,200 scres (3,000 ha.)

It will be seen that about four-fifths of the aree is privately
owned.

STILIZATION UP TO 1930 (sbous)

Because of the shallow nature of the soil, vhich ceuses quick
dry-out after the spring rains, end the acidie charscter of the granite
seil, the ares was moted for its extremely lov agricultural and pasteral
value. Principsl activities were:ie

4 = Huge quantities of green standing weod vas carted

from the range and used %o pover industry in Veagaratta. iegeneratioa
quiekly oceurred as trees were axed and net grubbed.

Iimber Milline « in two or three select areas.

Grenite and Gravel =ining.
- grasiers with land on the range with other land
adjacent wvere the only ocoupiers to de this with any success,

in times of drought. liowever, livestock were vulnerable %o fire and
fences hard to maintain for the ssae reasen.

Reeregtion by people of Wangaratta and distriet.

(Platesu) - These are of varying viability,
tae ty %o stere ground vater being the deeciding fastor.

Zig Zazaing ond loe Keeping.
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The Natienal Trus? has o condtinuing comsera for tue preservatien
of She asenity of the Range and I refer %o a letter frem the National
Trust te the Shire of Senalla of 13-10-1976. (APPENDIX 4). Prea this

I quote -~

"May I alse drev your attention to tue need for respemsidle
eensorvation planaing in the Varby Range. You will be aware that
the “hire of Wangsratta has taken steps o protest that portiea of
the Kange within its boundaries Shrough the implementation of Clause
8 of the Thind Schedule of the Town and Country Flamning ict. The
Trust rocomsends the use of these to protect this mmique regiom.

ve further believe that the lack of adequate controls represents a
continuing threat to this importent Classified area, which is of
national importance.

Our comcers in the Warby iange derives largely frem the
freedon to subdivide freebold land in the “hire of bemalla imte
16 hectare lots. Such subdivisions are environuwentelly hasardous,
lesding to a loss of haditate and importent landseape values. Ve
would Sherefore respectfully suggest Shed your Council urgently
reassess current planning provisions conceraming your portion of
the Range. ¥e beliew e Sarby X OFrLCCLeES Dl

L

wov would be beth M a. :

|

The shire Coumcil sought the advice of the Minister for
Censervation, Mr. Belfour, on the matter of plaaning in the Varbys.
in his reply he gave the Shire good advice suggestingi=

(1) Comtrol of brosdseres clearing to top

(2) Coatrel of vesidential subdivision

(3) Amendsent of Council's Interia Development Order

(4) Aequisitien of land

(5) Minieum subdivieion sizes be increased. (APPENDIX $).

The Government of Victoria has indicated its pelicy in faveur
of retention of the Range for publie purposes in the purchase of a
parcel of land in Cox's subdivision in 1973, and the transfer of
Crown Lands to the administration of the Netiomal Parks Serviee.. Ihe
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At & seminar on the future of the Warby Range attended

in She field of conserva .wmmpm’m

of Invironmental Studies, Melbourne University), Mr. Don Seundews

(Deputy Dircetor of the Natienal Parks Service), Mr. D. Visterbottes
Albury-vodongs Levelopment Corperstion), Ng. Terry

O'Dennell (Viee Frosident, Save the Dandenongs League) snd

N, V. Ros, Garnet (vell knewn conservationist), & resclution was

earried unanimeusly, the text of which is as followss=

Mummmuummum
bmwmnwuumhﬁw
lange pending preparation of o uniform plenning schewe which

the ares ..o " e scape mnd conservation values of
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